MACAE Alternative Education Focus Group

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Okemos Central Elementary and Administrative Building

3rd Floor Board Room

4406 N. Okemos Road

Okemos, MI 48864

  

Creating a Framework of Excellence for Michigan Alternative Education (June 2009) 

Framework Issues 

  

· Michigan High School Curriculum Guidelines:  Needs, Challenges, and Recommendations 

· Student Assessment and Evaluation 

· Professional Development, Support and Research-Based Best Practices 

· Creating Public Understanding 

AGENDA
1. Call Meeting to Order: 10:20am 
2. Introductions:
Members present: Marlana Krolicki, Nancy Rotarius, Ruth Kemp, Mary Murphy, Bill Haines, Debbie Batchelder, Megan Byard, Louise Angelo, Marilyn Stock, Gary Diehl, Ken Walsh, Gregg Dionne, Kathy Wardell, Barbara Swann and Laura Wyble. 
3. Accept/Amend Agenda:
Motion: Louise Angelo
2nd: Marlana Krolicki
Motion stands.

4. Review of previous minutes, accept/amend: correction: Mis-spellings of members names
Motion: Louise Angelo
2nd: Mary Murphy
Motion stands.
5. Focus Group Initiatives: 

Focus Group Chairs for 2010-11: Marlana Krolicki will no longer be able to continue on as a Chair for the Alt Ed Focus Group.  Gregg Dionne and Rich Klemm have agreed to remain as Co-Chairs.  A third is welcome, for those interested please see Gregg or Rich for more details.  

            MDE Update: Bersheril Bailey, Learning Point Associates

· No report due to Bersheril’s absence.  Please communicate with Bersheril via email for those inquiring.  baileyb1@michigan.gov.

· Bill Haines reported that he still has heard no update on the active plan from the MDE regarding student’s assessment scores and their impact on home districts.  Chris Janzer is aware we are interested in learning more and we hope to get a full report soon. 
6. Legislative Update: 
Jeff McNeal, Governance Committee Chair
· MACAE and MAEO need to join for a professional development description that can be utilized in upcoming Title I applications.  All PD needs to be preapproved and Title can pay for it!  May’s Focus Group will include work on a brief description of fall PD options that can be used for the Title grants.
7. DELEG Update, Nancy Rotarius

· Nancy shared with the group about the State’s Drop Out Prevention Michigan Shared Youth Vision Partnership.  A brochure was dispersed explaining the mission to include items in summary:
1) There are (4) VISTA volunteers in the State.  (UP, Muskegon, Oakland County and Lansing)
2) The Partnership is looking to partner with “Gear-Up” to expand in the coming year to (8) volunteers
3) The Partnership is also working with the MDE in the State Superintendents “Drop Out Prevention Challenge” in creating an ABC approach (attendance, behavior and curriculum). 
4) A pilot for this approach is taking place to begin dialogue in Oakland County on 5/17/10.  Marlana will be sharing the info flyer to the Alt Ed Focus Group list serv for those who may be interested in attending. 
8. Professional Development and Networking Update: 
· Spring Training Double Header was well received with good feedback.  Extra materials were dispersed to Focus Group.  
· June 24, 2010 is the next scheduled PD for members/non members.  Location is the Radisson in Lansing.  Ideas and planning was discussed.  Planning committee will review ideas and complete an agenda and focus via a conference call.  A save the date flyer will go out soon, with an official agenda to follow.  Ideas for a June focus and/or a fall MACAE focus include:

June 2010

AYP/HQ update with Chris Janzer from MDE 
Seat Time Waivers

Alt Ed legal issues

Trends in Alt Ed – State data, map of services, program designs, etc.

MCAN updates

MI Shared Youth Vision Partnership/Drop Out Prevention

Essential News for 2010

MWA Services for Alt Ed students

Fall Conference 2010

AYP/HQ update with Chris Janzer from MDE 

Alternative Diplomas/Certificate of Completions

Alt Ed legal issues

Alt Ed legislative issues and updates (SOS, RTTT)

Trends in Alt Ed – State data, map of services, program designs, etc.

MI Shared Youth Vision Partnership/Drop Out Prevention

MWA Services for Alt Ed students
· Action needed:

1) Planning committee to include: Bersheril Bailey, Gregg Dionne, Rich Klemm, Marlana Krolicki, Bill Haines, Jeff McNeal, Nancy Rotarius and Megan Byard.  Others are welcome. 

2) Create Save the Date Flyer and send to MAEO, MASSP, DELEG, etc.

3) Survey MAEO members for additional topics.  Laura Wyble will create a small survey and complete for our group.

9. DELEG MAETC Spring Conference: May 4 – 7, 2010 Kalamazoo.  Members encouraged to help in operations of the conference.  See MACAE President, Julie Menassaka, for details. 

10. Informational Updates/Around the Table/Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
· No Reports
11. Adjourn:  @ 11:55am
Motion: Kathy Wardell
2nd: Louise Angelo
Motion stands 

Respectfully submitted by Megan Byard, WLACE. 
