Adult Education Focus Group

Meeting Minutes

April 22, 2010

Present:  Stacie Zeien, Mt. Pleasant;  Kim Brown, Flint;  Jo Pamment, Haslett;  Linda Krombeen, Literacy Center;  Kathleen Sullivan, KRCEA;  Melanie Holland, Southgate; Todd Marlott, Chelsea;  Bill Sherb, Livonia;  John Fonash, Niles;  Christina Van Heel, Second Mile Ed;  Brian Barber, WMCEC;  Jasmine Hardy, DELEG Vista. 

Fall Conference:
Discussion for possible breakout sessions:

1. Partnerships – Memo of Understanding – Melanie will bring in Southgate’s MOU from our local SEMCA Office, Mr. Greg Pitoniak.

· There will be a session at the State Conference in May.

· Florida group will be presenting.

· How to make those ‘seamless’ transitions to Community College, Vocational/Trade School, or the Workplace.

1. Michigan Works/Employability Training Workshop

2. Common Assessments

3. Key Train, Work Keys, TABE, GED Practice Tests

4. Navigators

2. Contexualized Learning – Instructional Strategies

· Customized Workplace Literacy

· Preparing Workers for the 21st Century

· NIFL – Free Resources

· Kristi Nelson, possible presenter

· Work Readiness Certificates

· What Employers are looking for in an employee

· Employer Roundtable Discussion 

3.   New Director’s Workshop

4.   Grant Writing – How to get what you want and need through grants

5.    Resource Connections

6.    “Al” – Student Comes First – How to get this message across to all ‘partners’.

How can the student be showcased and highlighted?  What is most beneficial to the student?

7.  Adult Learner Providers of West Michigan

· Many stakeholders

· Groups come together and talk, money possibilities, getting to know each other is very important.

· Efficient – avoids unnecessary duplication of efforts

· Local college access network (ask Brian Barber if you have more questions.) Marissa Higgs, coordinator

 8.  ABE Summit

· Effective tools to teach this group of students

· Powerpath

· Differentiated Instruction – What are the different learning styles and strategies to teach to students with different learning styles.

9. New GED Examiner’s Training Workshop (needs State approval.)

· Workshop for instructors – common problems, effective teaching strategies.

10. Practitioners/Vendor Workshop

· A.M. session – vendors describing their product, panel discussion

· P.M. session - practitioners panel discussion

· On- line courses could include:

a. Odyssy Ware

b. Plato

c. Nova Net

d. Skills Tutor

e. MVU – see handout or call John Zappala for more information

11. Nominations for Board of Directors and Officers due Monday, April 26, 2010.

12. Question came up on MAERS – on the ALP, the box where you mark if you have children has two check points, pre-school and school age.  Pre-school refers to any child under the age of 5.

13. Next year’s focus group chair – Melanie Holland, Co-Chair, Todd Marlott

14. Next meeting – Thursday, May 13, 2010, Okemos

Respectfully submitted,

Melanie Holland

